Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
Veterinary & Science Policy Advice Team

International Disease Monitoring Reference: VITT/1200 ASF in wild boar in Poland
Date: 19" February 2014

African Swine Fever in wild boar in Poland

Preliminary Outbreak Assessment

Note: Defra’s International Disease Monitoring (IDM) monitors outbreaks of high impact
diseases around the world. African Swine Fever (ASF) is among those diseases of major
concern.

1. Disease Report

The Polish Authorities have reported to the European Commission two cases of
African Swine Fever in wild boar, one in Podlaskie region less than 1 km over the
border from Belarus and the other slightly further south on the border in Sokolski
region (European Commission, 2014a; see map below). This is the first occurrence
of ASF in Poland and the third wild boar case in three weeks from this area of East
Europe. The previous two cases were also reported along the border region with
Belarus, in Lithuania (Defra, 2014). Disease control measures are in place in
accordance with guidelines for control in feral pigs. The Polish Authorities have been
carrying out a significant level of surveillance in this region for several months, hence
the early detection so close to the border.
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2. Situation Assessment

In Lithuania, the Community Veterinary Emergency Team recently returned from a
mission to provide assistance to the Lithuanian Authorities on surveillance and
control of ASF (European Commission, 2014b). The team confirmed that the most



likely hypothesis for disease incursion was wild boar ingesting infected material in
the area, possibly from domestic waste bins or being fed by hunters rather than from
wild boar roaming over large distances (the territorial range of a wild boar at this time
of year is approximately 5 km). There was no sign of infection in domestic pigs in the
backyard sector in the area.

Poland is approved for the trade in live pigs and products of animal origin. According
to TRACES, the EU trade notification system, there have been no consignments of
live pigs or pig semen destined for the UK from Poland in the last 12 months.
Products of Animal Origin are not recorded in TRACES. Poland has a high domestic
pig population (over 17 million head and 280,000 establishments according to OIE
statistics for 2012) and wild boar density. In the last three years, Poland has tested
over 13,000 wild boar from the border regions for ASF, with nearly 1400 for 2014
alone and these are the first positive cases (European Commission, 2014c).

3. Conclusions

It should be emphasised that this report concerns again wild boar cases close to the
border with Belarus. There are no reports of disease in the commercial pig sector in
Poland. Similarly for Lithuania, there have been no reports of further spread into or
within the country or into the domestic pig population. If either of these situations
were to occur, the risk level may increase.

This second report of ASF incursion into wild boar in the EU again does not raise the
risk of introduction of disease to the UK; the risk of incursion is very low and
concerns for the most part, the movement of illegal products of animal origin and
consequent swill feeding to backyard pigs, rather than a few single cases in wild
boar. Efforts to control the disease in line with contingency plans before it becomes
established give reassurance of the system of legal trade and animal health
certification within the EU.

We will continue to monitor the situation and report on technical and political
developments as part of exchanging information with other countries and sectors.

For further information, please also see the ASF leaflet at the following link:
http://asforce.org/flyers/astorce-en.pdf
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